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is for Historie
renovations

THEY WERE STEEPED IN HISTORY BUT IN DESPERATE
NEED OF A FACELIFT AS THEY WENT LUNDER THE
BUIERER'S KNIFE. SARAH HUTCHINGS HAND-PICKS A
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bullding has nat been lost, as exreme
core tos bean token 1o relain os many
ol the ofiginal features ox possible. All
the anginal sionework his been
axposed and the ald wooden beoms
remain, os do the originol firaploces

and beaulitul stoined glom windows

L& Maonostere 15 now o stiunning
gavelopment of 36 properties,
coimnprising ona-, twa, thres- and four-
bedroom apariments ond hwo- ond
three-bedroom lownhouses

What makes: this developman| truly
uniae is the focl thot soch property i
custom-designed by the clisnt

| =ell o shell,” explains Marlo, “The
client sits with me ond my designers tor
twi weeks, and 1elly us how ey wort
their home to ba, \Whiar they're happy
wilh It we:go ohead and build, sending
the owner Imoges. every manth 3o they
con see fhe prograss. No wa homes
are aver lhe some.”

Four heclores of beautiful averside
pardens surround {he' developmant,
avélooked by a lutury swimming pool

Youvani has all the pecessary omenities
and locol-shops and here 5also o
colourful street marked. The dirpans of
Mantes; Lo Rochelle ond Polilers o oll o
F0-minuto drive owny, Lo Monostere i
wvailable throtgh ogenis VER Pricas
range from € 143,000 1o €6 10,000
[E98,000 10 P418.000)

Lecking of the Mill in France’s Limousin
region; with it picture-parac
surrcimdings; it g impestible o bafieve
that I 1987 this property cos! Trsha
Masan just £45,000

“I hod no idea what | wos geing e do
willh i, she explains. *! though! that if
Ihe worst came fo the worst and | could
never offord ko doanythingwith i1, |

could just pul o corovan on the sile ond
use it for hoppy halidoys.*

Alter standing amply lar 40 years, the
roperty was in lolel disrepalr, and ihe
snovation choflenge thot faced Trisho
a3 anarmaus. This would ba nermally
3 e cue lor archalects; bullders ond o
lethom ol ofher prafessionols
entien’ d sitsable bank loan or two
enter the omeno

nol o

But, o= o young widow with two smoll

children and ni. job, there was na maney
fo conlrach workers, lnsieod, evary schaol
heliday around 20 Trends joined herin
France; tamping on the grourds, “Wa
hid library books siplaining hiow b do
things lika wing o house or plesier o
ceillng.” exploins Trisho. "MNane of U
had experiance, just lats of enthusiosm

The Mill is divided ints fwa very
sipormie wings, Al Yist, Trsha and hes
amy of zealous fenoveion Tecused an
the main building, the sast wing,
although the amount ot work done wos
spocadic until 1994, whan the moved
fhare parmanantly

Ornginal festures fom o significant part
ol the-characier of 1he propery, parhops
narier more 3o than jhe spectacular water
wheel tha! greels you an grrval. The east
wWing now. comprises ihree an suls
bedrooms (twa doulile, one hin), o fully
fitted kitchen, ulllity reom L!‘HE:!EF [la"s
and:a lving oam, which keads onlo an
opef lerrate offering views across the
miagows and woods.

Tha watt wing hag o litle of te
essence ol s formar life ox & warking
mill, and mony laotures hove begn
thoughtiully incerporatad into its dasign
The ground lloar consits of o Tully Nited
kitchen with o Hining s and g lounge.
Tweer spival shoircosas lacd fo' the: first
fieor, which comprises three lithe
double en sulle badroamsy, o singls room
ond onother large living roam

There is hall a hechare of carefully
maintained gardens, 3.6 hetlares ol
woods and meadows and a kilomets
of fiver frantoge, oll belénging lo the
property, creating the ulimole get,
away-trom- ol

The local willoge is just five klomatres
away, fhe histgnc ay of Poiliers'can be

1 Dapele 8 knnlding
i Mk, b pbcpha
fanl ool i io
e i | Monouers
el . P

71 Origirud Ipntyres
Law the worer wheal
odd mech o fha charm
of The sl

reached In an hour end Limoges airport
{58 45.minule dove. The Mill 5 on the
moirket through VER prced of €1.5
irtitian (£1 millian)

S, whilo for some &l you all thie
renaialion lalk will hove propelled your
nnar Handy Andy info overdrive, the res)
of you con foke combod in the foct et
thers ore plenly of people out thens
ready to do all the hard work for vou
dll you hove fo do is enjoy Ihe
magnificent friifs of their labour. [

Website: www.casaserafini,it
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